
 

 

 
 

 

 

November 19, 2025 

Dear Friends,  

This newsletter highlights a press conference I participated in this week in 
Northern Westchester to emphasize the need for New York’s funding commitment 
to our clean water programs. These programs are vital to the ability of local 
governments and taxpayers to afford needed projects. We met at a wastewater 
treatment plant owned by the Town of Cortland that was originally owned by a 
homeowners association, served a larger area, and was in need of upgrades. We 
were joined by local officials, environmental advocates, representatives of labor, 
the construction industry, and operators of waterworks facilities. The full press 
release is included below. 
  
I worked with the coalition represented at the press conference over a decade ago 
to establish New York’s clean water programs. We have remained united in 
protecting and increasing funding sources since 2015. The need at the local level 
to fund projects continues. State assistance is vitally important. 
  
I also share news of upcoming not-for-profit community celebrations, recent 
events I have attended, and how to sign up for your community’s notification 
system. I also include an update on the North Avenue Bridge construction in New 
Rochelle. 
  
As always, do not hesitate to contact me or my staff on issues in this email or any 
matter with which we can be helpful. My office number is 914-939-7028. 



 

 
Warm Regards, 
 

 

  

 

State Legislators, Environmental Advocates and Labor Leaders Call for $500 
Million in Water Infrastructure Investments  

 

 



Aging water mains, lead pipes and outdated sewage treatment plants put 
public health and clean drinking water at risk 
  
Press conference is held at Cortlandt wastewater treatment plant that 
received $600,000 in state funding last week for necessary upgrades 

   

Cortlandt Manor, NY – New York State Senator Peter Harckham, 
Assemblymembers Steve Otis and Dana Levenberg, environmental advocates and 
labor leaders urged Governor Hochul today to “hold the line” and protect funding 
for state water infrastructure projects at last year’s budget levels. 
  
Stressing the enormous need to upgrade water infrastructure in municipalities 
statewide, attendees at the press conference, including members of the New York 
Clean Water Coalition and the Construction Industry Council, called for a $500 
million investment in the Clean Water Infrastructure Act in the upcoming 
Executive Budget proposal for FY2026-2027.  
  
“Aging water mains, lead pipes, outdated sewage treatment plants and 
contaminants put public health and clean drinking water supplies at risk,” 
Harckham. “New York’s clean water infrastructure funding helps keep our 
communities safe and habitable, all while ensuring the costs do not get passed on 
to ratepayers. Governor Hochul has been a good partner on clean water 
infrastructure funding, and we urge her to maintain the current funding level at 
$500 million in next year’s budget.” 
  
Harckham added, “Fixing our pipes and treatment plants also creates thousands 
of good-paying jobs for union plumbers, laborers, operating engineers, and more 
each year. This has positive impacts on our local economies and encourages 
businesses to set up shop in places where they can rely on the infrastructure to 
provide clean water.” 
  
Town of Cortlandt Supervisor Dr. Richard Becker hosted the press conference at 
the Valeria Wastewater Treatment Plant, where it was announced that Cortlandt is 
receiving $603,533 in low-cost financing from the state for construction and 
improvements at the treatment plant, which serves the Dickerson Pond Sewer 



District. 
  
“We have three water projects going on simultaneously, none of which the Town of 
Cortlandt could afford, none of which the residents could afford,” said Dr. Becker. 
“But they’re all going to be solved with the help of our partners in New York State 
government, and we need to ensure that this kind of support remains in place for 
municipalities.”  
  
To see a video of today’s press conference, click here. 
  
Since 2015, New York has invested over $6 billion in funding the state’s array of 
clean water programs to fund drinking water and wastewater infrastructure 
improvements. New York’s programs have been recognized as among the top state 
clean water programs in the country, with much of the funding delivered through 
the Environmental Facilities Corporation Inter-municipal Grants (IMG), NYS Green 
Innovation Grant Program (GIGP) and the NYS Water Infrastructure Improvement 
Act (WIIA) grant program.  
  
Assemblymember Steve Otis, a longtime advocate for clean water funding, said, 
“New York’s clean water programs are the most robust in the nation. Our WIIA and 
IMG programs alone have provided over $3 billion in grant funding to over 1100 
projects statewide since 2015. Given the increasing burdens placed on local 
governments to fund water infrastructure projects for water quality and system 
capacity, we must maintain our $500 million funding level to clean water programs 
next year. Storm intensity and flood mitigation challenges continue to increase. 
Maintaining the clean water budget allocation, the Environmental Protection 
Fund, and the Bond Act programs are vital to address the increasing needs.” 
  
Assemblymember Dana Levenberg said, “Water is essential. It is imperative that 
we continue helping municipalities maintain and upgrade clean water 
infrastructure without increasing the strain on local property taxpayers. 
Furthermore, we cannot expect to see growth in housing development if we 
cannot provide this support, and we need to increase housing starts if we are to 
bring down housing costs. No matter how challenging the upcoming budget year 
may be, clean water is not the place to make cuts. The Governor must include at 
least $500 million in her executive budget to fund allocations from the Clean 

https://x.com/SenatorHarckham/status/1990466695400661140?s=20


Water Infrastructure Act.” 
  
State Senator Shelley B. Mayer said, “I stand with Senator Harckham, my 
colleagues, and environmental advocates to fight for New York to maintain the 
$500 million investment for the Clean Water Infrastructure Act in the 2026-2027 
State Budget. As we face increasingly severe and unpredictable weather 
conditions, we must make the necessary investments to ensure all New Yorkers 
have safe and reliable drinking water, and it is critical to ensure New York has at 
least the same amount of funding as last year to keep moving forward.” 
  
New York’s longstanding commitment to clean water programs has protected 
public health, created thousands of union jobs, reduced the burden on local 
property taxpayers, and kept water bills affordable. Over $150 million has been 
dedicated to over 55 projects across Westchester County alone from the WIIA and 
IMG programs. 
  
In the FY2025-26 adopted state budget, the Governor and the Legislature 
maintained the statewide annual commitment at $500 million. The demands of 
local governments have increased to protect drinking water and to meet 
increasing standards for sanitary sewer system treatment. New challenges exist 
on issues including emerging contaminants and possible loss of federal dollars.  
  
In addition, local governments need more resources to comply with new federal 
regulations to make drinking water cleaner. The federal Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) recently enacted landmark requirements for water utilities to remove 
toxic PFAS chemicals from drinking water and replace 100% of lead pipes 
nationwide. More funding for the Clean Water Infrastructure Act is needed to 
ensure utilities can make these essential improvements without sharply 
increasing water rates. The EPA estimates that over $80 billion is needed to repair 
New York’s aging and outdated water infrastructure.  
  
Adrienne Esposito, Executive Director of Citizens Campaign for the 
Environment, said, “Clean water is a critical need in both good economic times 
and challenging economic times. It is a necessity not a luxury item. We’re calling 
on Governor Hochul to maintain the $500 million for clean water that will protect 
public health, our economy, and keep water affordable for all New Yorkers. 



Continued funding for clean water needs has already benefited New York but we 
have much more to do. We thank Senator Harkham for his leadership in 
continuing to address this urgent need.” 
  
Jeremy Cherson, Associate Director of Government Affairs at 
Riverkeeper, said, “Maintaining $500 million in funding for clean water in the 
upcoming state budget is essential for keeping New Yorkers safe and our natural 
resources like the Hudson River and Furnace Brook healthy. This fall’s 
unprecedented harmful algal bloom on the Hudson demonstrates the continued 
need for these funds to help local governments clean up sewer overflows which 
help contribute to the conditions that make these blooms possible. Funding more 
infrastructure which helps keep human waste out of our waterways is non-
negotiable. Riverkeeper thanks Senator Harckham for his steadfast commitment 
to clean water funding, and we look forward to standing with him and our allies to 
ensure these funds are top priority for Governor Hochul.” 
  
Judith Hansen, Legislative Consultant for the New York Section American 
Water Works Association (NYSAWWA), said, “New Yorkers have the right to safe, 
clean water and a healthy environment at an affordable price. The water 
professionals throughout New York State are working each and every day toward 
that goal, but they need the state’s help to make it possible. At NYSAWWA, we not 
only thank the Senator and his colleagues for their efforts but also pledge to join 
them in this fight.” 
  
John Cooney Jr., Executive Director of the Construction Industry Council of 
Westchester and Hudson Valley,  Inc., said, “The Construction Industry Council 
of Westchester and Hudson Valley, Inc., along with our partners in organized labor, 
thank State Senator Pete Harckham, Assemblymembers Dana Levenberg  and 
Steve Otis, as well as Town of Cortlandt Supervisor Dr. Richard Becker for their 
efforts in bringing a project like this one at the Valerie Treatment Plant to fruition. 
The need for modernization of municipal sewer and water facilities exceeds the 
ability of municipalities to fund projects. It is crucial that Governor Hochul 
maintains in her Executive Budget the $500 million investment in the Clean Water 
Infrastructure Act.” 
  
David Ansel, vice president of the Center for Water Protection at Save the 



 

Sound: “Clean, healthy water is a fundamental human right, and the Clean Water 
Infrastructure Act plays a critical part in protecting clean water in New York. This 
essential funding enables communities in the Long Island Sound region and 
across the state to upgrade insufficient clean water infrastructure, reduce 
wastewater and stormwater pollution, and protect public and environmental 
health. We thank Senator Harckham, Assemblymember Otis, and 
Assemblymember Levenberg for championing clean water in New York State and 
for urging the Governor to continue to invest in New York communities by 
committing at least $500 million to the Clean Water Infrastructure Act in the next 
State Budget.” 
  
Pat McClellan, Policy Director for the New York League of Conservation 
Voters, said, “Clean water is our most precious resource and with the federal 
government rolling back decades of environmental protections, the state must 
step up to protect New Yorkers. NYLCV urges Governor Hochul to include at least 
$500 million in Clean Water Infrastructure Act funding in her upcoming Executive 
Budget so we can modernize aging infrastructure, ensure our water is free from 
toxins, and protect New Yorkers' health. We applaud Senator Harckham for 
championing investments to keep our water safe and our communities healthy.” 
  
[Photo: State Sen. Pete Harckham with Assemblymembers Dane Levenberg and 
Steve Otis, Cortlandt Town Supervisor Dr. Richard Becker, plus environmental 
advocates and labor leaders at the Valeria Wastewater treatment Plant in 
Cortlandt Manor. Credit: Office of State Sen. Pete Harckham / Tom Staudter] 
  

  

 

 

If you or your family need food today, help is available. Use our pantry locator 
below to search by ZIP code and find a food pantry near you. Many sites offer 



 

weekly distributions, and hours vary by location. All services are free, and no ID is 
required unless noted by a partner site. If you need immediate assistance, call 
914-923-1100. 

  

 

 



  

 

 

  

 



 

North Avenue Bridge In New Rochelle 

 
The North Avenue bridge replacement project is entering its final phase of 
construction. On Wednesday, Nov. 19, a single southbound lane on the new bridge 
is expected to open to traffic during the day, meaning southbound motorists 
(heading toward Main Street) will no longer need to detour at Lockwood Avenue to 
Memorial Highway. 
 
All northbound traffic (heading toward City Hall) will continue to travel in a single 
lane through the work zone. 
 
The contractor is conducting final work on the new span, including completing 
sidewalks, installing traffic signals and roadway lighting, and finishing 
construction at the pocket park.  Traffic is anticipated to be in its final 
configuration on the bridge by the end of the year—two travel lanes in each 
direction and a dedicated lane on southbound North Avenue to turn left onto 
Garden Street, weather permitting. More information can be found on 
the dedicated project webpage. 

  

 

This Holiday Season Shop Local 

 

This holiday season I encourage you to shop local and support small businesses 
as a way to keep money within the community, create jobs and help our downtown 
neighborhoods thrive and grow. Independent businesses often offer unique 
products and personalized service that you can’t find in large chain stores. 
Supporting these businesses strengthens the local economy and invests in the 
character, resilience, and long-term success of our community. 

https://www.thruway.ny.gov/oursystem/north-ave-bridge/index.html


 

 

 

Pictured above with Village of Mamaroneck Mayor Sharon Torres, members of the 
Mamaroneck Chamber of Commerce at the ribbon-cutting ceremony for The Dog 
Stop in Mamaroneck. 



 

 

I recently attended the meeting of the Larchmont Chamber of Commerce at J. 
Anderson’s Books in Larchmont. Anderson’s is a long-time Larchmont 
independent bookstore, a fixture in the community. I bought two books and 
encourage everyone to support local bookstores in our area. I am pictured here 
with Polly Fanning, Executive Director of an important not-for-profit, Volunteer 



 

New York that helps match volunteers to community organizations in need of 
volunteers. 

  

 

2025 LMC Media Gala 

 

 

 

I attended the annual LMC Media Gala in October to support the good work of 
Matt Sullivan and his team, which provides local coverage and a great resource to 
the Mamaroneck community. At this year's gala, LMC honored J.B. Miller. 
 
I am pictured above with Former State Senator Suzi Oppenheimer, Congressman 
George Latimer, Town of Mamaroneck Councilwoman Robin Nichinsky, 
Mamaroneck Town Supervisor Jaine Elkind Eney, and State Senator Shelley Mayer.  

  

 

 



 


