
Dear Friends and Neighbors,

This week, I dedicate our special report to the life and legacy of Gloria Steinem, a
trailblazing icon and cherished constituent who passed away at the age of 92. Gloria’s
courageous advocacy transformed our nation and inspired generations of women to
recognize their power, raise their voices, and demand equality. Her extraordinary legacy will
continue to guide and inspire us.

As we observe Labor Day, we honor the generations of working people and organized labor
who fought for fair wages, safe workplaces, reasonable hours, and the dignity every worker
deserves. Their achievements strengthened New York and our nation, and we remain
committed to protecting workers’ rights and building a future in which every New Yorker
can thrive.

In this week’s Community Update, I am sharing important information about New York’s
efforts to protect mail-in voting and disability rights, a consumer alert about student-loan
scams, the expansion of free pre-K, and financial assistance available to New Yorkers
struggling with hospital bills. We celebrate Dolly Parton’s extraordinary contributions to
literacy, education, and public service as Manhattan prepares to recognize Dolly Parton
Appreciation Day.

As a reminder, our District Office will be closed on Monday, September 7, in observance of
Labor Day, a legal federal holiday. We will reopen on Tuesday, September 8, at 9:30 a.m.

I invite you to join us at our upcoming events:



Wednesday, September 9, 10:00 am – 2:00 pm – Benefits Screening with LiveOn
NY at our Community Office, 1485 York Avenue (78th/79th Streets). By appointment
only. Call 212-288-4607 or email SeawrightR@NYAssembly.gov to schedule.

Friday, September 11, 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm- 25th Anniversary 9/11 Remembrance
East Side Lighting the Way at the Carl Schurz Park Lower Plaza (enter at East 86
Street and East End Avenue).

Monday, October 5 at 2:00 pm - Planning Ahead for Your Pet at our Community
Office, 1485 York Avenue (78/79 Streets). Call 212-288-4607 or email
SeawrightR@NYAssembly.gov to RSVP.

Our office is always just a phone call, email, or visit away.

Phone: 212-288-4607
Email: SeawrightR@NYAssembly.gov

REBECCA A. SEAWRIGHT 
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Statement from Assembly Member Rebecca Seawright on the
Passing of Gloria Steinem

Gloria changed what America believed women could do—and what women knew they had
the right to demand. A trailblazing journalist, author, organizer, and champion for equality,
she transformed our nation and inspired generations.

I was proud to stand with Gloria Steinem in the successful fight for the New York State
Equal Rights Amendment, ensuring that her lifelong pursuit of equality would be reflected
in our State Constitution.

Gloria was a cherished constituent and neighbor. Our district office had the privilege of
assisting her with notary services, and I have fond memories of seeing Gloria: A Life on
Broadway, a powerful celebration of her extraordinary life. 

On a personal level, it has been a pleasure to witness my daughter draw inspiration from
Gloria's activism. Her admiration is a beautiful reminder that Gloria’s influence reaches
across generations, inspiring young women to recognize their power, raise their voices,
and demand equality.

I was also honored to join my colleagues and advocates in co-naming the corner of East
32nd Street and Third Avenue “Ms. Magazine Way,” recognizing Gloria’s founding of Ms.
magazine in 1972. This revolutionary publication, created by women for women, elevated
women’s perspectives on critical issues including reproductive freedom, sexuality, sexual
harassment, and discrimination. Gloria understood the importance of ensuring that
women’s voices and work—especially in media—were heard, respected, and equally
represented.

New York and America are more equal because Gloria Steinem refused to accept
anything less. Her courage, conviction, and legacy will continue to guide us.



In this June 2019 letter, Gloria Steinem thanked Assembly Member Rebecca Seawright for
her advocacy on behalf of women, praising her courage and offering her continued

friendship and support. The personal correspondence reflects a shared commitment to
advancing women’s rights and the encouragement Gloria so generously extended to

fellow advocates and leaders.



Protecting Mail-In Voting and Free and Fair Elections

Attorney General Letitia James is challenging new federal restrictions that could disrupt
mail-in voting ahead of the midterm elections. As these legal challenges continue,
constituents are encouraged to join two virtual town halls sponsored by State Senator Liz
Krueger and featuring experts from the Brennan Center for Justice.

Election Security: What’s the State of Play?
Thursday, September 24, from 6:30–7:30 p.m.
Register for the September 24 town hall

The Role of Big Money in Politics
Tuesday, September 29, from 6:30–7:30 p.m.
Register for the September 29 town hall

https://og8dmrfbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qCjrc8THiep9_XPCRNPCrWBS6rUfZvxd7aScsuo-Lx2iRIH1zb3kaKmji12hF4pqqVbf_XQuVH8YZw_FgjhNxetboIXdxCSl9qmj_PQb7VqEJxR4QxVLDE7YtO2u1wT4JwKrHJEv8DtzAiwhfjb5RSRtcJggTB3fYFD4xsW-TAQwJv42J7vvEPqJnCWq1pw5CuZC6ewSGQMOFixTFAZFYtb6ojFphL9B&c=uQQgy_0F54qrHL5_kjdK8zFUPD8ZHt5uoxHF6EhbE2LsBBj--Trq7w==&ch=ggG_h6TuXM9TSfl42vLqHMhYfsO7ZkmTLZUDv1G6gRmL5pbxJTvSRg==
https://og8dmrfbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qCjrc8THiep9_XPCRNPCrWBS6rUfZvxd7aScsuo-Lx2iRIH1zb3kaKmji12hF4pqxRIliComJtlotZ2uLcYOn3X_Jtr6QOsTJNQ27Bj6YQaGSUjNivNR_6dVIcUR3_V9YtxJnk7PhM-zOEzWCghhUBipLiBO91lJ7tNq3xa3R-IqFXZqa4O6qWL278azHS7QN1Y9XgDthR7jNskZSV4GAivSDUq9Ygb5&c=uQQgy_0F54qrHL5_kjdK8zFUPD8ZHt5uoxHF6EhbE2LsBBj--Trq7w==&ch=ggG_h6TuXM9TSfl42vLqHMhYfsO7ZkmTLZUDv1G6gRmL5pbxJTvSRg==


Both programs will include a question-and-answer session. Every eligible voter deserves
convenient access to the ballot and confidence that their vote will be counted.

Learn more about New York’s legal action to protect mail-in voting

Protect Yourself From Student Loan Scams

Attorney General Letitia James is warning New Yorkers about scammers attempting to
exploit confusion surrounding recent changes to federal student-loan repayment
programs. Borrowers should never pay upfront fees for student-loan assistance, share
their Federal Student Aid login information, or trust promises of immediate loan
forgiveness.

Read the Attorney General’s alert and safety tips

New York Stands Up for Disability Rights

Governor Kathy Hochul is leading a coalition of 18 governors urging the federal
government to preserve longstanding protections that allow people with disabilities to live
and receive services in their communities. Assembly Member Seawright remains
committed to advancing independence, inclusion, dignity, and opportunity for New Yorkers
with disabilities.

Learn more from the Governor’s Office

Expanding Access to Free Pre-K Across New York

New York State is making its largest investment in pre-K expansion to date, with more
than 400 school districts increasing their free pre-K offerings this year. Working with the
State Legislature, New York is investing $550 million in this expansion as part of the effort
to provide every four-year-old with access to high-quality pre-K by 2028.

Learn more about New York’s pre-K expansion

Manhattan Borough President Brad Hoylman Proclaims Dolly
Parton Appreciation Day "9 to 5"

https://ag.ny.gov/press-release/2026/attorney-general-james-blocks-unlawful-usps-mail-voting-rule
https://ag.ny.gov/press-release/2026/attorney-general-james-warns-new-yorkers-about-student-loan-scams
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-sends-letter-urging-trump-administration-not-retreat-federal-disability-law
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/b-roll-video-audio-photos-rush-transcript-governor-hochul-highlights-her-historic-expansion


Manhattan Borough President Brad Hoylman-Sigal has proclaimed Friday, September 25,
2026—“9-to-5”—as Dolly Parton Appreciation Day in the Borough of Manhattan.
The proclamation celebrates Dolly Parton’s extraordinary contributions to music,
entertainment, literacy, education, and public health. Through her Imagination Library, she
placed millions of free books into the hands of children around the world, helping
generations discover the joy of reading.

We join Manhattanites in celebrating an American icon whose talent, generosity, and
commitment to helping others created a legacy that will continue to inspire generations.
View the official proclamation here.

Consider Our Office Your Resource

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UkuuB1VPiKjZ3u7Mnwr-zSGhVpjqOg45/view?usp=sharing


Help Is Available for Hospital Bills



As federal cuts threaten health coverage and drive up costs for New Yorkers, it is more
important than ever to know what assistance is available. Newly released guidance from
the New York State Attorney General explains how eligible New Yorkers can access free
or discounted hospital care and receive help with medical bills and payment plans.
Learn more and see if you qualify.

https://ag.ny.gov/resources/individuals/health-care-insurance/hospital-financial-assistance


Upcoming Events





In Case You Missed It: Past Editions of the Community Report

Community Update: August 28, 2026

Community Update: August 21, 2026

Community Update: August 14, 2026

Did someone forward this email to you?

https://conta.cc/4d7rejv
https://conta.cc/4hRT1rH
https://conta.cc/4xFghxx


Sign up for our e-news here.
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