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We are the office of Assembly Member Zohran 
K. Mamdani, representing the 36th Assembly 
District (Astoria, Astoria Heights, & Ditmars-Steinway). 

Do you have questions about unemployment, 
COVID-19, housing issues, or quality of life in our 
neighborhood? Are you unsure who to contact about a 
problem?

We’re here to help!

Office Telephone: 718-545-3889

Office Email: ad36@nyassembly.gov

Office Address: 24-08 32nd Street,  
Astoria, NY 11102 (Due to the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic, our office is currently closed to the public. 
Please call or email!)

Somos la oficina del asambleísta Zohran 
K. Mamdani, representando el Distrito 36 de 
la Asamblea (Astoria, Astoria Heights y Ditmars-
Steinway). 

¿Tiene preguntas sobre el desempleo, el COVID-19, 
asuntos de vivienda o de la calidad de vida en nuestra 
comunidad? ¿No está seguro con quién debe comunicarse 
sobre un problema?

¡Estamos aquí para ayudarle!

Teléfono de la Oficina: 718-545-3889

Correo Electrónico de la Oficina:  
ad36@nyassembly.gov

Dirección de la Oficina: 24-08 32nd Street, Astoria, NY 
11102 (Debido a la continua pandemia del COVID-19, 
nuestra oficina actualmente está cerrada al público. 
¡Favor de llamar o de enviar un correo electrónico!)

We represent you! 
¡Lo representamos a usted!

  

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

    
  

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 



WE BEAT THE NRG ASTORIA POWER PLANT! 

Photo by Dean Moses

On October 27th, the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) 
rejected NRG’s proposal to build a fracked gas power plant in our 
neighborhood. Thanks to over a year of tireless work from a coalition of 
organizations and our neighbors — including many of you reading this! 
— we stopped the construction of a fossil fuel plant in our backyard!

Our office:

• Canvassed, tabled & rallied across our neighborhood to bring awareness 
to the plant

• Led volunteers in writing 7,875 postcards to our neighbors informing 
them of the plant and asking them to submit public comment in 
opposition

• Called 36,000 households across the district about the plant and the 
comment period

• Distributed 4,400 palm cards at subway stations and through small 
businesses during the comment period

• Introduced the Clean Futures Act (A6761A), which would ban the 
construction of all new fossil fuel plants across the state

• Secured the public opposition of both Mayor Bill de Blasio and Senator 
Chuck Schumer to NRG’s proposal

This organizing led to 6,600 people submitting public comments to the 
DEC, 85% in opposition to the plant, and over a hundred people testifying 
at public hearings against the plant.

WE WON DEBT RELIEF FOR NYC TAXI DRIVERS!

Photo by Kara McCurdy 

New York City taxi drivers — a 94% immigrant workforce — were 
promised a path to economic stability through the purchase of a City-
issued taxi medallion. The City told these drivers that if they worked long 
hours driving New Yorkers to all corners of this city, they too could live 
out the American Dream. But the City then artificially inflated the value 
of medallions by over 500%, allowed drivers to be trapped in predatory 
lending agreements for the purchase of those medallions, and let Uber 
and Lyft enter the same market unregulated — making it impossible for 
taxi workers to pay back their loans or find enough fares to make ends 
meet. As a result, drivers have had to watch lenders seize their cars, 
their homes, and their livelihoods. In the last few years, nine drivers 
experiencing the crushing weight of living under hundreds of thousands 
of dollars of debt died by suicide.

But we’ve been fighting back.

Over the past several months, our office has been organizing with the 
New York Taxi Workers Alliance (NYTWA), a 25,000-member strong union 
of taxi drivers (more than three thousand of whom live in our district), 
and working with other elected officials, like Senator Chuck Schumer, to 
fight for the union’s proposed relief plan. 

At the core of this proposal was the creation of a City-backed guarantee, a 
mechanism critical for two primary reasons. First, it would mean that if a 
medallion owner-driver defaults, the City would assume responsibility of 
the loan and pay the lender the remaining balance, thereby protecting the 
driver against the seizure of their personal assets like their home or their 
car. Second, a guarantee ensures that drivers’ loan payments are actually 
affordable. It does this by eliminating risk for the lender in exchange for 
more affordable terms for the driver. Drivers today have an average debt 
of $550,000, monthly payments that can exceed $3,000, and live on the 
brink of default. A guarantee would be life changing.

Initially, the City would not hear NYTWA’s plan. To escalate the fight, the 
union began a 24/7 protest outside of City Hall on September 19th. I 
organized alongside them to bring more than 70 of my colleagues across 
city, state, and federal offices to stand in solidarity with these drivers at 
the protest, at press conferences and rallies, and on letters to the Mayor.

After 32 days of this continuous protest with no change in City policy, 
taxi drivers, myself, and other allies began a hunger strike. During that 
time, I took all of my meetings and calls from the protest site. On day 
six of no food, I led five of my colleagues in city and state government 
in obstructing traffic, and a subsequent arrest, at the intersection of 
Broadway & Murray to show how our City was committing the same 
obstruction in drivers’ fight for justice. Every day, our continued strike 
and actions made it clear to the City that we would not leave until drivers 
received the debt relief they deserved.

And it worked! On November 3rd, after 15 days of a hunger strike and 
almost two months of drivers camping outside City Hall, NYTWA reached 

an agreement with the City for a taxi medallion debt restructuring plan 
that would create a City-backed guarantee and provide affordable terms 
to drivers.

The deal caps outstanding loans to $170,000, with a fixed 5% interest 
rate and a 20-year, fully amortizing term. That means that owner-drivers 
will have a maximum monthly payment of $1,122. And if a driver defaults, 
the City now guarantees the loan.

This is a win for drivers across the city and the working class at large. 
I’m honored to have fought for, and alongside, them. Together, we wiped 
out hundreds of millions of dollars of debt and gave thousands of New 
Yorkers their lives back.

Photo by Kara McCurdy 

This shows that when we organize against corporations that put capital 
over the collective, we can win a world in which we all live with dignity.

Now, we must take this momentum from Astoria to Albany, where we will 
codify this decision by passing the Clean Futures Act (A6761A), break 
ConEd’s monopoly and enact public power through the Build Public 
Renewables Act (A1466A), and lead the country in the fight against the 
climate crisis.
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¡DERROTAMOS LA PLANTA ELÉCTRICA  
EN ASTORIA DE LA NRG! 

El 27 de octubre, el Departamento de Conservación Ambiental (DEC, 
por sus siglas en inglés) rechazó la propuesta de la compañía NRG de 
construir una planta eléctrica de gas fracturado en nuestra comunidad. 
Gracias a más de un año de labor incansable por parte de una coalición 
de organizaciones y de nuestros vecinos —¡incluyendo a muchos de 
ustedes!— ¡detuvimos la construcción de una planta de combustible 
fósil en Astoria!

Nuestra oficina:

• Hizo campaña, colocó mesas y se manifestó en toda Astoria en contra 
de la planta

• Dirigió a voluntarios para escribirles 7,875 postales a nuestros vecinos, 
pidiéndoles someter comentarios públicos 

• Llamó a 36,000 hogares en todo el distrito con respecto al período 
para someter comentarios

• Distribuyó 4,400 tarjetas en estaciones de trenes subterráneos y en 
pequeños negocios durante el período para someter comentarios

• Presentó la Ley de Futuros Limpios (A6761A), que prohibiría la 
construcción de todas las plantas nuevas de combustible fósil

• Aseguró la oposición pública del alcalde Bill de Blasio y del senador 
Chuck Schumer a la propuesta de la NRG

Esta coordinación llevó a que 6,600 personas le sometieran comentarios 
públicos al DEC, 85% en contra de la planta y más de cien personas 
testificaron en audiencias públicas en contra de la planta.

Y el DEC rechazó la propuesta de la NRG –cuando nos organizamos en 
contra de corporaciones que colocan el capital antes que el colectivo, 
podemos triunfar.

Ahora, debemos llevar este impulso a Albany, donde aprobaremos la Ley 
de Futuros Limpios, romperemos el monopolio de ConEd y aprobaremos la 
energía pública a través de la Ley de Construcción de Energías Renovables 
Públicas (A1466A), y lideraremos al país en la lucha contra la crisis 
climática.

¡OBTUVIMOS UN ALIVIO DE DEUDAS PARA LOS 
TAXISTAS DE LA CIUDAD DE NUEVA YORK!

Cuando las personas piensan en la ciudad de Nueva York, frecuentemente 
la primera imagen que les viene a la mente es un taxi amarillo. No 
obstante, un hecho poco conocido es que los conductores propietarios 
de un medallón de taxi tienen una deuda promedio de $550,000, pagos 
de préstamos de más de $3,000/mes y viven al borde del incumplimiento. 
Trágicamente, nueve conductores que experimentaron el peso aplastante 
de esta deuda se han suicidado.

Pero hemos estado contraatacando. 

Durante los últimos meses, nuestra oficina se organizó con la Alianza de 
Trabajadores de Taxis de Nueva York (NYTWA, por sus siglas en inglés), 
un sindicato de taxistas con más de 3,000 viviendo en nuestro distrito. 
¡Nos complace compartir que el 3 de noviembre, la NYTWA llegó a un 
acuerdo con la ciudad para un plan de reestructuración!

El enfoque de este acuerdo es una garantía respaldada por la ciudad:

• Si el propietario del medallón incumple, la ciudad asume la 
responsabilidad del préstamo y paga el saldo restante, protegiendo 
los bienes personales del conductor.

• Los préstamos pendientes tienen un límite de $170,000, con una tasa 
de interés fija del 5% y un plazo de amortización total de 20 años. Los 
pagos mensuales tienen un límite de $1,122.

Hicimos todo lo que estaba en nuestras manos para presionar a la ciudad. 
Realizamos casi dos meses de protestas las 24 horas del día, los 7 días de 
la semana fuera de la Alcaldía, culminando en una huelga de hambre de 
15 días en la que participé junto a conductores y aliados. Organizamos a 
oficiales electos para que asistieran a los eventos y obtuvimos 70 firmas 
en una carta al Alcalde. También organicé una acción en la que cinco 
oficiales electos y yo obstruimos el tráfico, lo que provocó nuestros 
arrestos y atrajo más atención a nuestra lucha.

Me honra haber luchado para asegurar esta victoria para la clase 
trabajadora en nuestra ciudad. Juntos, les devolvimos la vida a miles 
de neoyorquinos, eliminando aproximadamente mil millones de dólares 
en deudas.


