
Dear Friends,

I hope this newsletter finds you in good health and 
spirits. Over the past year, our communities have 
been tasked with an enormous undertaking. Through 
months of changing guidelines, statewide shutdowns, 
and public awareness campaigns, we have been bat-
tling the public health emergency of our lifetimes. 
Without your resiliency and compliance, New York 
would have been in a different place. As we plan for 
the months ahead, I urge your patience and contin-
ued support for your neighbors. We will get through 
this together.

As we approach the holiday season in the midst of a 
pandemic, it is easy to lose sight of what we can all 
be thankful for. This year, I am thankful for my friends 
and family who have been sources of strength and joy. 
I am thankful for our frontline workers who answered 
an impossible call of keeping our city healthy. I am 
especially thankful for my constituents who have 
entrusted me to represent them for another term in 
the Legislature. 

Over the last few months, I have worked to bring 
vital resources to the community. As a state, we re-
sponded head on to the most pressing needs facing our 
residents. Through a series of policies, we worked to 
prevent evictions and food insecurity from plaguing 
our city. Through public education campaigns and 
PPE distribution, we worked to ensure that every New 
Yorker had the resources they needed to be safe. My 
staff has also worked tirelessly to continue provid-
ing constituent services that have been crucial to so 
many families. 

In the new year, we will face a new set of challenges 
as we hope to navigate a post-COVID world. I am 
confident that together, we will rise to meet these 
challenges and help to rebuild New Yorker stronger 
than ever.

Sincerely,

Assemblymember 
Daniel Rosenthal
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ELECTION REFORMS 
November saw the highest turnout election in our nation’s history. It also had the biggest 
number of absentee ballots, which proved to be a deciding factor in a number of elections. 
As we witnessed the long process of certifying these ballots and the hours-long lines 
to vote, it became clear that we need reforms our election processes. Assemblymember 
Rosenthal recently introduced two bills to help build a better system. The first bill would 
allow Boards of Elections to begin the canvass of absentee ballots as they are received. 
Rather than wait until after Election Day as the current system permits, this would allow 
for a more efficient ballot tallying process. The second bill would increase the number 
of early voting sites during Presidential Elections so that no New Yorker has to wait for 
hours to exercise their democratic rights.

COMBATTING PRESCRIPTION DRUG PRICING 
Assemblymember Rosenthal recently joined a panel to discuss the policies we can 
implement as a state to combat rising prescription drug prices. As we navigate a public 
health crisis, Rosenthal discussed his legislation to curb prices on lifesaving medication 
and to bring transparency to the pricing system. He has pledged to continue this policy 
agenda into the new year and session.

COVID-19 LEGISLATION
In the midst of the public health emergency, the Legislature passed several pieces of 
key legislation to ensure that New Yorkers would not be left without assistance in the 
coming months. The state banned rent-related evictions, utility shutoffs, and enacted 
mortgage relief policies. Furthermore, we worked to expand unemployment benefits 
for those that needed it most and leveraged federal programs to increase payments for 
families. The state also passed prohibitions on price gouging during the pandemic and 
increased protections for patients in hospitals. Throughout all this, Assemblymember 
Rosenthal worked to be a diligent advocate for his constituents amidst a host of shift-
ing policies from the state and city. He was an active voice for commonsense policies 
that did not infringe on religious freedoms. Through his advocacy, red zones in Central 
Queens reacted decisively to surging coronavirus rates and curbed a spike in the early fall.



COMMUNITY UPDATES

Engaging our Voters:  
Ranked Choice Voting Webinar

Thanksgiving Turkeys at Pomonok

With Ranked Choice Voting coming to New York City, Assemblymember 
Rosenthal partnered with Common Cause New York to provide a 
webinar on the new system.

Assemblymember Rosenthal 
worked with the Pomonok 
Residents Association to 
secure turkeys and food for 
hundreds of families ahead of 
the holiday season. Through 
generous donations from 
the Governor’s office and 
several local businesses, the 
Assemblymember was able 
to join the fight against food 
insecurity in our community.

ART IN TROUBLED TIMES: 
Kew Gardens Art Festival 

Assemblymember Rosenthal joined local artists in 
Kew Gardens to view this year’s art festival on the 
Lefferts Boulevard bridge. It was heartening to see 
the continued sense of community togetherness and 
expression through public art.



COMMUNITY UPDATES

SUPPORTING OUR SMALL BUSINESSES: Main Street Tour

PUBLIC HEALTH AWARENESS:  
Coronavirus Town Hall

KEEPING QUEENS HEALTHY: 
PPE Distribution

Assemblymember Rosenthal hosted the NYC Department of 
Health for a Coronavirus Town Hall in wake of the Central Queens 
microcluster. In hosting events like this, the Assemblymember 
worked to increase adherence to social distancing and mask 
adherence in his communities while fighting for commonsense 
approaches to state regulation. Through his efforts, Central 
Queens saw an increase in widespread compliance and exited 
the red-zone within two weeks.

Assemblymember Rosenthal visited dozens of small businesses 
on Main Street to distribute PPE and promote shopping local. 
Through partnering with community activists, he has been a strong 
voice in the movement to save our small business community.

Over the last several months, Assemblymember Rosenthal and 
his team have distributed over 25,000 pieces of PPE. Through 
partnerships with the City Council, MTA, Comptroller Stringer, 
and local nonprofits, he continues to host mask and hand 
sanitizer giveaways in every corner of the Assembly district.
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COMBATTING FOOD INSECURITY: Securing Food Resources

Assemblymember Rosenthal and NYC COVID-19 
Food Czar Kathryn Garcia joined efforts to secure 
much needed resources to the First Reform Church 
food pantry in College Point. As a longstanding 
volunteer led effort, the pantry saw an exponential 
rise in food insecurity since the pandemic began. 
In a heartwarming display of neighbors helping 
neighbors, pantry organizers worked to expand 
their program in recent months through grassroots 
outreach. Rosenthal worked with Czar Garcia 
to secure 100 additional food packages for the 
community per week.


