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MAY 9, 2020 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Media Contact: Lisa Derrick: derrickl@nyassembly.gov 
718-940-0428 

 

Governor Cuomo Partners With Community 
Churches to Expand Access To Testing 

 
Amid Coronavirus Pandemic 

 



Results from transit workers testing survey in; Limitation placed on capacity 
in certain parks; Mission: VetCheck; And More! 

 

NYS Confirmed: 333,122 

NYS Deaths: 21,271 

NYC Confirmed: 183,289 

Brooklyn Confirmed: 49,461 
 

NYS: GOVERNOR CUOMO 
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• Governor Cuomo announced a new initiative to expand 
access to testing in low-income communities and 
communities of color. Temporary testing sites in 24 
churches in minority communities have been 
established through a partnership between New York 



State and Northwell Health. The churches will help to 
get the word out to the community and will work in 
conjunction with some existing testing sites. 

• Opening Week 1: May 12-16 
• Opening Week 2: May 19-23 

• Preliminary results of 1300 transit workers antibody 
testing survey shows that 14.2% have tested positive for 
COVID-19 (below the general population which resulted 
in 19.9%). The breakdown within transit worker survey 
shows: 

• Station workers: 17% 
• Bus operators: 14% 
• Conductors/Asst Conductors: 11% 

• For more information, click here. 
 

NYC: MAYOR DE BLASIO 
 

  

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/amid-ongoing-covid-19-pandemic-governor-cuomo-launches-new-initiative-expand-access-testing-low
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• City will increase social distancing in certain parks which 
have experienced larger turnouts. Capacity will be limited 
at the following parks: 

• Hudson River Park (Piers 45 and 46) 
• Domino Park 

• Mayor de Blasio’s antibody testing program, in 
partnership with Bio Reference Labs, will begin on 
Monday, May 11 at the following first 5 sites and results 
will be provided within 24-48 hours: 

• Brooklyn: 127 Pennsylvania Avenue 
• Bronx: 4006 Third Avenue, Bathgate 
• Manhattan: 21 Old Broadway 
• Queens: 34-09 Queens Boulevard 
• Staten Island: St. John’s Villa 
• Appointments are required to be tested. For 

additional information click here. You may also call 
888-279-0967  

 

MISSION: VETCHECK 
 

http://nyc.bioreference.com/antibodysurvey
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The New York City Department of Veterans’ Services and the 
Mayor’s office of ThriveNYC launched a new program 
called Mission: VetCheck. This initiative consists of veterans 
calling veterans, checking in and providing resources. For more 
information or to get involved click here. 

 

RENT GUIDELINES BOARD 
 

https://thrivenyc.cityofnewyork.us/mission-vetcheck
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On May 7th the New York City Rent Guidelines Board had a 
virtual meeting to propose their recommendation for October 
1, 2020 to September 30, 2021. The recommendation 
includes: 

• Rental leases for 1-year: 0% increase 
• Rental leases for 2-years: 1% increase 

There will be two hearings prior to the final vote. First one is 
on June 10th and the second one is on June 11th. Individuals 
may submit there comments in advance of final vote which 
takes place on June 17th. For more information, click here. 
( note: scroll down in the link to see recommendations) 

 

TELE-CONFERENCE CALL 
 

https://rentguidelinesboard.cityofnewyork.us/rent-guidelines/proposed2020/


  

  

  



Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte 
and 

Senator James Sanders Jr. 
hosts an 

 

MWBE & Small Business 

Informational Conference Call 
 

MONDAY, MAY 11, 2020 
1:00PM - 3:00PM 

 
Facebook.com/StateSenatorJamesSandersJr/ 

 
Presenters: 

J. Phillip Thompson, Office of the Mayor 
Gregg Bishop, SBS 

Jonnel Doris, Office of the Mayor 
Brian Gurski, TruFund 

R. Nadine Fontaine, Office of Governor 
Randy Peers, Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce 

Michael M. Clay, DASNY 
Suzanne Veira, SCA 

Cheryl McKissack Daniel, MicKissack & McKissack 
Michael J. Garner, MTA 
Magalie D. Austin, DDC 

 

RSVP 

  

 

COVID-19 TESTING IN FLATBUSH 
 

mailto:events.bichotte@gmail.com


  

  

  



We have a drive through and walk-in  COVID-19 
testing site in the  42nd Assembly District . You must make 
an appointment before visiting the center or you will be turned 
away. To make an appointment you must  contact the NYS 
Department of Health at  888-364-3065. 

 

  

  



 

 

THANK YOU ESSENTIAL WORKERS 
 



  

During these unprecedented and difficult times,  we thank 
our essential workers  who are serving on the front lines. 
Today, we thank our  First Responsders for urgently 
answering when called on in an emergency. 

 

AVOID SCAMS 
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• Notify NYC: Beware of COVID-19 scams! 
• Report price gouging to 311 or NYC.gov/dcwp. You can 

also file a complaint to the Attorney General's office by 
filling out a complaint form. 

• NYS Price Gouging Hotline: 800-697-1220. 
• CDC staff will NOT go door-to-door. If you experience 

this, call 911. 
 

SERVICES AND RESOURCES 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MyT68t5NHNpdX7jQe6omGFeCNoxOdQeZIVLR52F3RebW0vEaR0IaZxS9iO0BVNtJSCiBRxmRarB7T2EK3M0lBVv-ACpF7kmssfF-82rDXVjEEodwnwX_l7JVTdd1kdpLO_utB_XpnVk=&c=QAVZV3Vjpx8e5Ar-dAjkFMZt-rAa3vROVyoDmZtfrtl37VLJ14F18w==&ch=xAPbLEJ9Bh0dyLu1EGO0WKwyOg8jFqkYnM-08LHPNuhsBhEzq4iJCQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MyT68t5NHNpdX7jQe6omGFeCNoxOdQeZIVLR52F3RebW0vEaR0IaZxS9iO0BVNtJD5t2hl7DxrWhnf3wYikuzmU9EwlN_I5VWVEaen4JLhqY4C_Fiz8teMT-UBsbZ_IeLThSMnI9pBwVTaCH6-EfZk8mgRimjPk-C_EmxXpFiuc=&c=QAVZV3Vjpx8e5Ar-dAjkFMZt-rAa3vROVyoDmZtfrtl37VLJ14F18w==&ch=xAPbLEJ9Bh0dyLu1EGO0WKwyOg8jFqkYnM-08LHPNuhsBhEzq4iJCQ==
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Due to the impact of COVID-19 on New York City's workforce, 
the City of New York has developed a list of resources for those 
who may be unemployed due to COVID-19 or are seeking 
additional assistance. The list below will be updated 
frequently. 
 
It has information on the following categories: 

• Employment Resources 
• Food Assistance 
• Health & Medical Assistance 
• Financial Assistance 
• Rent Arrears and Public Assistance 
• Emotional Support & Spiritual Care 
• Other Assistance 

 
Visit this website for resources. 
 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/em/resources/covid-19-services-resources.page


NYS Department of Health Hotline for people who want 
to be assessed and get appointment for test  (888-364-3065 ). 
NYC residents should call (844-692-4692 ). 
 
Volunteer to Support 
Others: https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/c
ovid-19-relief.page#healthcare_workers. 
 
Free Internet Services: 
Charter is offering free spectrum broadband and WiFi 
access  for 60 days to household with K-12 and/or 
college students who do not already have Spectrum 
broadband subscription. To enroll, call  844-488-8395 . 
Until further notice, all Xfinity WiFi Public Hotspots are now 
open to everyone on the "xfinitywifi" SSID. For more 
information visit here. 

 

 

 

  

IMMIGRATION 
• If you or a loved one is in need of free Immigration 

assistance, please call CUNY Citizenship Now at 646-
664-9400 or text at 929-334-3784, Monday to Friday 
from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM. Visit their website for more 
information. 

• Open Society Foundation has established 
the Immigrant Emergency Relief Program which is 
a $20 million fund that will provide 20,000 
undocumented immigrants with a one-time monetary 
emergency relief. 

• $400/individual 
• $800/couple or single parent with children 
• $1,000/family with multiple adults and children 
• for more information, click here. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Coronavirus-Update--5-9-20---Governor-Cuomo-Partners-With-Community-Churches-to-Expand-Access-To-Testing.html?soid=1103413547828&aid=jrSVjoxNAOo
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Coronavirus-Update--5-9-20---Governor-Cuomo-Partners-With-Community-Churches-to-Expand-Access-To-Testing.html?soid=1103413547828&aid=jrSVjoxNAOo
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/covid-19-relief.page#healthcare_workers
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/covid-19-relief.page#healthcare_workers
https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
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https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
https://www1.cuny.edu/sites/citizenship-now/
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/262-20/mayor-de-blasio-new-york-city-covid-19-immigrant-emergency-relief-program-open


SMALL BUSINESS 
• The Federal Government is offering programs to support 

small businesses: 
• Paycheck Protection Program a loan that will 

be forgiven if employees are retained on payroll for a 
period of time. For more information, click here. 

• Economic Injury Disaster Loan is a low interest 
loan to cover expense beyond payroll costs. For 
more information, click here. 

• New York City Small Business Services has a host of other 
services for small businesses including grant and loan 
opportunities. For more information, click here. 

 

 

 

  

In-District Businesses open/closed: Provided 
by Flatbush Avenue BID and Church Avenue BID: Visit 
Flatbush Avenue Business Directory here and Church Avenue 
Business directory here. Businesses open/closed: Provided 
by Flatbush Development Corporation: Visit Flatbush 
Business Corridor Directory here. Includes businesses located 
in: 

• Cortelyou Road (Coney Island Ave - Ocean Ave) 
• Coney Island Avenue (Cortelyou Road - Foster Ave) 
• Newkirk Plaza 
• Newkirk Avenue (Coney Island Ave - Ocean Ave) 
• Foster Avenue (Coney Island Ave - Ocean Ave) 
• Ditmas Park 

 

WHAT TO DO IF YOU ARE SICK WITH COVID-19 
 

https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/economic-injury-disaster-loan-emergency-advance
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/sbs/businesses/covid19-business-outreach.page
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ahdmNgBjLAvYnQ6NWyYLdtgRwPxV2CSeeFKswBu9rJA/edit#gid=2109303475
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1PMdPqQZMHBtlmBTu6scfE7mVu44skrXYBqAUe_tMVAA/edit#gid=1924477808
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1sBG1XabfhNGT-2LohQI91_BQU8Rsm9H0M7_tmzw2RLs/edit#gid=1786321500


  

STAY INFORMED 
 



 

 

 
Health officials are working tirelessly to protect public health 
and contain this virus. And, as your representative in Albany, I 
am working to ensure that our state is putting the health and 
safety of our families first. 
 
Remember COVID-19 can affect any community and we must 
stand by one another during this time, not alienate, threaten or 
discriminate against others. 
 
For questions you can also reach out to the New York State’s 
novel coronavirus hotline at  1-888-364-3065 . For continuous 
updates, you can visit the following websites: 
 

• Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
• World Health Organization (WHO) 

 
The CDC also now has the option for you to sign up for weekly 
updates on COVID-19. 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/
https://www.who.int/


New Yorkers Can Sign Up for Email Updates  Here  and Ask 
 
Questions About COVID-19  Here 
 
New Yorkers Can Find More Information About the New 
COVID-19 Paid Sick Leave Law  Here 

 

  

  

Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte represents the 42nd Assembly District in Brooklyn covering 

Ditmas Park, Flatbush, East Flatbush and Midwood. She is currently the  Chair of the 

Subcommittee on Oversight of Minority and Women-Owned Business Enterprises 

(MWBEs) , and serves on the following committees:  Housing, Government Operations, 

Education , Banks, Health, and Higher Education . She is also a member of the Task Force on 

Women's Issues and sits on  Governor Cuomo's Domestic Violence Advisory Council and 

Mayor De Blasio's MWBE Task Force. 
 
As a current Assemblymember, District Leader, and Chair of Brooklyn Democratic Party, Rodneyse 

Bichotte has been an outspoken advocate on issues concerning  immigration, education, economic 

development, unemployment, education reform, health care access, senior citizen 

centers, affordable housing, school safety, women's and LGBTQ rights , as well as other 

issues affecting the quality of life in the community. 
 

   
Learn more about  

Rodneyse Bichotte by visiting her websites: 
http://nyassembly.gov/mem/Rodneyse-Bichotte 

and www.rodneysebichotte.net  
 

STAY CONNECTED 

      
   

 

 

 

https://now.ny.gov/page/s/coronavirus-updates
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/form/ask-us-a-question
https://www.governor.ny.gov/programs/paid-sick-leave-covid-19-impacted-new-yorkers
http://nyassembly.gov/mem/Rodneyse-Bichotte
http://www.rodneysebichotte.net/
https://www.facebook.com/RodneyseBichotte/
https://twitter.com/AMBichotte
https://www.instagram.com/rbichotte/
https://www.facebook.com/RodneyseBichotte/
https://twitter.com/AMBichotte
https://www.instagram.com/rbichotte/

