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APRIL 15, 2020 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Media Contact: Lisa Derrick: derrickl@nyassembly.gov 
718-940-0428 

 

New Order Will Require New Yorkers To Wear 
Mask Or Face Covering When Out In Public 

 

Amid Coronavirus Pandemic 
 

NYC launches plan to feed New Yorkers; NYS Department of Health will begin 
antibody testing; Grab and Go list for all of Brooklyn; and more! 

 

 

   



NYS Confirmed: 213,779 

NYS deaths: 11,586 

NYC confirmed: 111,424 

Brooklyn confirmed: 29,250 
 

NYS: GOVERNOR CUOMO 
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• Today, Governor announced an Executive Order that 
will mandate people to wear a nose and mouth 
covering in public, specifically in places where people 
are unable to maintain social distancing such as 
public transit and busy streets etc. 

• The Executive Order will go into effect on Friday, 
April 17th. 

• New York State (NYS) has stabilized so we are 
sending 100 ventilators to Michigan and 50 to Maryland 
since they are in need. 

• NYS will begin reporting all categories of 
fatalities due to new CDC guidelines. 

• Governor announced that the best tool to reopen the 
economy is a large scale testing that will: 



• Test people to identify those who are COVID-19 
positive. 

• Trace the people who come into contact with those 
who are COVID-19 positive and are exposed to the 
virus. 

• Isolate people who test positive to COVID-19. 
• NYS has conducted over 500,000 tests to date.  
• NYS has 228 labs and is willing to coordinate statewide 

testing. 
• NYS Department of Health (DOH) developed 

an antibody test last week and will begin testing 
via finger prick test. Starting this week they will 
administer 2,000 tests a day. 

• Priority will be given to healthcare workers, first 
responders and essential workers. 

• NYS DOH asked the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration to expedite the approval for a test that 
could test up to 100,000 people per day. 

 

NYC: MAYOR DE BLASIO 
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• Feeding New York: 
• Today, the Mayor announced a $170 

Million initiative to feed New Yorkers.  
• NYC will work with community-based 

organizations to ensure that New Yorkers have 
food. 

• The Campaign Against Hunger organization is 
currently feeding 500 families per day.  

• To access food services visit here or call 311. 
• NYC Department of 

Education and Department for the 
Aging served 10 million meals so far in April. 

• The city is hiring New Yorkers to deliver meals. So 
far the City has registered 11,000 drivers. 

https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dsny/contact/services/COVID-19FoodAssistance.shtml
https://www.facebook.com/NYCSeniors/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARDKc1_wTpkXzm2GjSc9bJEQD6VYLZnKB9KUrZwjwqQ3Q8Y1ueRuvBtH7KvDm0W0QbInge2695qCEswC&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCTyGIaatwPKM83OtwyvRxO63M_IPoSmTmWlMfIUykLZ3idJkwyyy_-2gyF5KtnOKZpdCwwyAUwdQyqXBxY-C96ZZt13NBeiBN-IFRP9AwV4oShQdnHg77W6R74MHVIehDZMcX30PP-RZ15MG9GITE8ty6PiBSqsZoOKr3EyJgq9esO0CYGypafr6pfds2rC591nFKWIizQpVaUazEKXYZXwCJElUNY2mcsb-wQI3lmT1i2-s5IibJp0iTHDgujzo9DNADKgDYI2nZjkldRuU6AxRDTbZim13xrFuCe06sFl8We15xjwrypDKT8vjL68ZBSIRPE2eolbDPkMA
https://www.facebook.com/NYCSeniors/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARDKc1_wTpkXzm2GjSc9bJEQD6VYLZnKB9KUrZwjwqQ3Q8Y1ueRuvBtH7KvDm0W0QbInge2695qCEswC&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCTyGIaatwPKM83OtwyvRxO63M_IPoSmTmWlMfIUykLZ3idJkwyyy_-2gyF5KtnOKZpdCwwyAUwdQyqXBxY-C96ZZt13NBeiBN-IFRP9AwV4oShQdnHg77W6R74MHVIehDZMcX30PP-RZ15MG9GITE8ty6PiBSqsZoOKr3EyJgq9esO0CYGypafr6pfds2rC591nFKWIizQpVaUazEKXYZXwCJElUNY2mcsb-wQI3lmT1i2-s5IibJp0iTHDgujzo9DNADKgDYI2nZjkldRuU6AxRDTbZim13xrFuCe06sFl8We15xjwrypDKT8vjL68ZBSIRPE2eolbDPkMA


• The city is investing $50 million in emergency 
reserve to purchase and store 18 million meals to 
be ready at all times. 

• The City is supporting 800+ food pantries and soup 
kitchens. 

• $25 million has been secured in partnership 
with New York City Council to provide support 
to emergency food providers. 

• NYC staff have been deployed to 14 pantries that are 
short on volunteers. To volunteer visit NYC 
Service. 

• City will register seniors in buildings run by NYCHA, 
HPD and non profits for home delivery 
program. 

• 90% of food deliveries are done by Trucks. City 
opened 2 new truck rest areas to provide truck 
drivers with the support they need. 

• To view NYC's full plan to feed New Yorkers, 
visit here. 

 

• Grocery Store Workers: 
• Mayor thanked grocery and supermarket workers 

for their service. 
• Working to get workers all of the personal 

protective equipment needed. 
• Mayor announced new guidance for grocery stores 

to require customers to enter stores with face 
coverings. Non-compliant customers, should be 
asked to leave. 

• NYC Department of Small Business Services will 
help businesses hire new workers and 
maintain staffing through virtual NYC 
Workforce1 Career Centers. 

• SNAP: 

https://www.facebook.com/NYCCouncil/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARDe_Jn1qG2W85rqJo2QcxpxlWgWjL-1SNRb05mNZM8dNuhc8o4xVq0BfE_wyicVaUp3bX152Rx7iJnc&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCTyGIaatwPKM83OtwyvRxO63M_IPoSmTmWlMfIUykLZ3idJkwyyy_-2gyF5KtnOKZpdCwwyAUwdQyqXBxY-C96ZZt13NBeiBN-IFRP9AwV4oShQdnHg77W6R74MHVIehDZMcX30PP-RZ15MG9GITE8ty6PiBSqsZoOKr3EyJgq9esO0CYGypafr6pfds2rC591nFKWIizQpVaUazEKXYZXwCJElUNY2mcsb-wQI3lmT1i2-s5IibJp0iTHDgujzo9DNADKgDYI2nZjkldRuU6AxRDTbZim13xrFuCe06sFl8We15xjwrypDKT8vjL68ZBSIRPE2eolbDPkMA
https://www.nycservice.org/
https://www.nycservice.org/
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/home/downloads/pdf/reports/2020/Feeding-New-York.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/NYCBusiness/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARCWtrh-Y2GPzGHs7NXUY4ZpBFvNvn4mA6Hh3VSBouhh0_6Bn3n-bdBIE8NruAY0cq73bk4tolsFbdnx&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCTyGIaatwPKM83OtwyvRxO63M_IPoSmTmWlMfIUykLZ3idJkwyyy_-2gyF5KtnOKZpdCwwyAUwdQyqXBxY-C96ZZt13NBeiBN-IFRP9AwV4oShQdnHg77W6R74MHVIehDZMcX30PP-RZ15MG9GITE8ty6PiBSqsZoOKr3EyJgq9esO0CYGypafr6pfds2rC591nFKWIizQpVaUazEKXYZXwCJElUNY2mcsb-wQI3lmT1i2-s5IibJp0iTHDgujzo9DNADKgDYI2nZjkldRuU6AxRDTbZim13xrFuCe06sFl8We15xjwrypDKT8vjL68ZBSIRPE2eolbDPkMA
https://www.facebook.com/nycworkforce1/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAtY9WcEy8jDeZ2ncpdNjW7362XgfYtPGQ5LUyjuY_mnoMjMP094QeBtt7ulsom1Olgo0jOywbddjae&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCTyGIaatwPKM83OtwyvRxO63M_IPoSmTmWlMfIUykLZ3idJkwyyy_-2gyF5KtnOKZpdCwwyAUwdQyqXBxY-C96ZZt13NBeiBN-IFRP9AwV4oShQdnHg77W6R74MHVIehDZMcX30PP-RZ15MG9GITE8ty6PiBSqsZoOKr3EyJgq9esO0CYGypafr6pfds2rC591nFKWIizQpVaUazEKXYZXwCJElUNY2mcsb-wQI3lmT1i2-s5IibJp0iTHDgujzo9DNADKgDYI2nZjkldRuU6AxRDTbZim13xrFuCe06sFl8We15xjwrypDKT8vjL68ZBSIRPE2eolbDPkMA
https://www.facebook.com/nycworkforce1/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAtY9WcEy8jDeZ2ncpdNjW7362XgfYtPGQ5LUyjuY_mnoMjMP094QeBtt7ulsom1Olgo0jOywbddjae&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCTyGIaatwPKM83OtwyvRxO63M_IPoSmTmWlMfIUykLZ3idJkwyyy_-2gyF5KtnOKZpdCwwyAUwdQyqXBxY-C96ZZt13NBeiBN-IFRP9AwV4oShQdnHg77W6R74MHVIehDZMcX30PP-RZ15MG9GITE8ty6PiBSqsZoOKr3EyJgq9esO0CYGypafr6pfds2rC591nFKWIizQpVaUazEKXYZXwCJElUNY2mcsb-wQI3lmT1i2-s5IibJp0iTHDgujzo9DNADKgDYI2nZjkldRuU6AxRDTbZim13xrFuCe06sFl8We15xjwrypDKT8vjL68ZBSIRPE2eolbDPkMA


• Additional funding has been added to the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program to 
provide recipients with the maximum SNAP 
benefit. To apply for SNAP, visit here. 

• Donations: 
• Apple donated 100,000 N95 masks and 127,000 

face shields. 
• Former Mayor Mike Bloomberg donated $6 

million to World Central Kitchen to provide 
meals to health care workers in NYC Health + 
Hospitals. 

 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
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U.S. Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin announced that 1o 
major U.S. airlines agreed to accept grants under the 
Federal Stimulus Package to help cover employee 
payroll and benefits. Participating airlines include: 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/hra/help/snap-benefits-food-program.page
https://www.facebook.com/mikebloomberg/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARD-PIrcCfKI0h053NGmiEMXcec8Wwll2S1uGKafDuddfwmIe615Yk1IHnyG5_E6amkAnp7dK2QtjGip&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCTyGIaatwPKM83OtwyvRxO63M_IPoSmTmWlMfIUykLZ3idJkwyyy_-2gyF5KtnOKZpdCwwyAUwdQyqXBxY-C96ZZt13NBeiBN-IFRP9AwV4oShQdnHg77W6R74MHVIehDZMcX30PP-RZ15MG9GITE8ty6PiBSqsZoOKr3EyJgq9esO0CYGypafr6pfds2rC591nFKWIizQpVaUazEKXYZXwCJElUNY2mcsb-wQI3lmT1i2-s5IibJp0iTHDgujzo9DNADKgDYI2nZjkldRuU6AxRDTbZim13xrFuCe06sFl8We15xjwrypDKT8vjL68ZBSIRPE2eolbDPkMA
https://www.facebook.com/WorldCentralKitchen/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARDEMrKvj8ANA0mJ_Pk9nQ_9ikB9JlKq-k8qJ8xsbPSdEf_03QLblCcELyQDu8RL-5dXWF2afN26QONm&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCTyGIaatwPKM83OtwyvRxO63M_IPoSmTmWlMfIUykLZ3idJkwyyy_-2gyF5KtnOKZpdCwwyAUwdQyqXBxY-C96ZZt13NBeiBN-IFRP9AwV4oShQdnHg77W6R74MHVIehDZMcX30PP-RZ15MG9GITE8ty6PiBSqsZoOKr3EyJgq9esO0CYGypafr6pfds2rC591nFKWIizQpVaUazEKXYZXwCJElUNY2mcsb-wQI3lmT1i2-s5IibJp0iTHDgujzo9DNADKgDYI2nZjkldRuU6AxRDTbZim13xrFuCe06sFl8We15xjwrypDKT8vjL68ZBSIRPE2eolbDPkMA


• Alaska Airlines 
• Allegiant Air 
• American Airlines 
• Delta Air Lines 
• Frontier Airlines 
• Hawaiian Airlines 
• JetBlue Airways 
• United Airlines 
• SkyWest Airlines 
• Southwest Airlines 

 

For more information visit here. 
 

FREE GRAB AND GO IN ALL OF BROOKLYN 
 

https://www.politico.com/news/2020/04/14/airlines-payroll-assistance-coronavirus-186725


  



  



Please see the above list of Free Grab and Go sites in all 
of Brooklyn. Meals are distributed Monday to Friday. The 
distribution hours are: 

• 7:30 AM - 11:30 AM for kids 
• 11:30 AM - 1:30 PM for adults 

 

No one will be turned away from receiving food. For more 
information visit  here. 

 

BREAK A SWEAT DURING COVID-19 
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YbnImYs4etS96aTqPZzoKzx5Mva4D0nTXAl9DhtRWiA8woXEbbrgIvWs0JXovEDIXzezKW_QoNRFasy0GU2gxpi38QLcIUZgZ1hROuiKE_vj2DSLIZph7f_AtJcuDErJh0V3HI-PnTUqwh6kat_4uTNR1wWh58FrheN3X038vxPsDG0NAOyeiqzrEvZNG_XJ&c=BaNeODvNFUWSiPBdDacoH9zcrNktt2dTFBUOLOzuze3J1tjJXigMvg==&ch=2lpl32BLpPwfnt2sSkiN59q4cOQ7RgTHRldPdqo73XVSRwlfCDUA6w==


Tomorrow, the Mayor's Office of Community Affairs is 
hosting a "Break A Sweat During COVID-19" session on 
zoom at 6 p.m! To join the workout session you can call 
(646) 558-8656 o r join through here. 

 

SMALL BUSINESS 
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There has been a rise in commercial burglaries . 
Therefore, business owners should provide their contact 
number to their local police precinct just in case the business 
is burglarized. To find your local police precinct , visit here. 
 

For resources on business grants and loans , visit here. 
 

THANK YOU ESSENTIAL WORKERS 
 

https://zoom.us/j/373133743
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/nypd/bureaus/patrol/find-your-precinct.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/sbs/businesses/covid19-business-outreach.page
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During these unprecedented and difficult times, we thank 
our essential workers who are serving on the front lines. 
Today, we thank our Health care workers for protecting 
our health. 

 

AVOID SCAMS 
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• Notify NYC: Beware of COVID19 scams! 
• Report price gouging to 311 or NYC.gov/dcwp. You can 

also file a complaint to the Attorney General's office, fill 
out a complaint form. 

• NYS Price Gouging Hotline: 800-697-1220. 
• CDC staff will NOT go door-to-door. If you experience 

this, call 911. 
 

SERVICES AND RESOURCES 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MyT68t5NHNpdX7jQe6omGFeCNoxOdQeZIVLR52F3RebW0vEaR0IaZxS9iO0BVNtJSCiBRxmRarB7T2EK3M0lBVv-ACpF7kmssfF-82rDXVjEEodwnwX_l7JVTdd1kdpLO_utB_XpnVk=&c=QAVZV3Vjpx8e5Ar-dAjkFMZt-rAa3vROVyoDmZtfrtl37VLJ14F18w==&ch=xAPbLEJ9Bh0dyLu1EGO0WKwyOg8jFqkYnM-08LHPNuhsBhEzq4iJCQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MyT68t5NHNpdX7jQe6omGFeCNoxOdQeZIVLR52F3RebW0vEaR0IaZxS9iO0BVNtJD5t2hl7DxrWhnf3wYikuzmU9EwlN_I5VWVEaen4JLhqY4C_Fiz8teMT-UBsbZ_IeLThSMnI9pBwVTaCH6-EfZk8mgRimjPk-C_EmxXpFiuc=&c=QAVZV3Vjpx8e5Ar-dAjkFMZt-rAa3vROVyoDmZtfrtl37VLJ14F18w==&ch=xAPbLEJ9Bh0dyLu1EGO0WKwyOg8jFqkYnM-08LHPNuhsBhEzq4iJCQ==
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Due to the impact of COVID-19 on New York City's workforce, 
the City of New York has developed a list of resources for those 
who may be unemployed due to COVID-19 or are seeking 
additional assistance. The list below will be updated 
frequently. 
 

It has information on the following categories: 

• Employment Resources 
• Food Assistance 
• Health & Medical Assistance 
• Financial Assistance 
• Rent Arrears and Public Assistance 
• Emotional Support & Spiritual Care 
• Other Assistance 

 

Visit this website for resources. 
 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/em/resources/covid-19-services-resources.page


NYS Department of Health Hotline for people who want 
to be assessed and get appointment for test  (888-364-3065 ). 
NYC residents should call (844-692-4692 ). 
 

Volunteer to Support 
Others: https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/c
ovid-19-relief.page#healthcare_workers. 
 

Free Internet Services: 

Charter is offering free specturm broadband and WiFi 
access  for 60 days to household with K-12 and/or 
college students who do not already have Spectrum 
broadband subscription. To enroll, call  844-488-8395 . 

Until further notice, all Xfinity WiFi Public Hotspots are now 
open to everyone on the "xfinitywifi" SSID. For more 
information visit here. 
 

In-District Businesses open/closed : Provided 
by Flatbush Avenue BID and Church Avenue BID : Visit 
Flatbush Avenue Business Directory here and Church Avenue 
Business directory here. Businesses open/closed: Provided 
by Flatbush Development Corporation : Visit Flatbush 
Business Corridor Directory here. Includes businesses located 
in: 

• Cortelyou Road (Coney Island Ave - Ocean Ave) 
• Coney Island Avenue (Cortelyou Road - Foster Ave) 
• Newkirk Plaza 
• Newkirk Avenue (Coney Island Ave - Ocean Ave) 
• Foster Avenue (Coney Island Ave - Ocean Ave) 
• Ditmas Park 

 

Small Businesses: 

For resources on business grants and loans, visit here. 
 

WHAT TO DO IF YOU ARE SICK WITH COVID-19 
 

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Coronavirus-Update--4-15-20---New-Order-Will-Require-New-Yorkers-To-Wear-Mask-Or-Face-Covering-When-Out-In-Public.html?soid=1103413547828&aid=2VVG0IWtH2Q
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Coronavirus-Update--4-15-20---New-Order-Will-Require-New-Yorkers-To-Wear-Mask-Or-Face-Covering-When-Out-In-Public.html?soid=1103413547828&aid=2VVG0IWtH2Q
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/covid-19-relief.page#healthcare_workers
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/covid-19-relief.page#healthcare_workers
https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Coronavirus-Update--4-15-20---New-Order-Will-Require-New-Yorkers-To-Wear-Mask-Or-Face-Covering-When-Out-In-Public.html?soid=1103413547828&aid=2VVG0IWtH2Q
https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ahdmNgBjLAvYnQ6NWyYLdtgRwPxV2CSeeFKswBu9rJA/edit#gid=2109303475
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1PMdPqQZMHBtlmBTu6scfE7mVu44skrXYBqAUe_tMVAA/edit#gid=1924477808
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1sBG1XabfhNGT-2LohQI91_BQU8Rsm9H0M7_tmzw2RLs/edit#gid=1786321500
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/sbs/businesses/covid19-business-outreach.page


  

STAY INFORMED 
 



 

 

 

Health officials are working tirelessly to protect public health 
and contain this virus. And, as your representative in Albany, I 
am working to ensure that our state is putting the health and 
safety of our families first. 
 

Remember COVID-19 can affect any community and we must 
stand by one another during this time, not alienate, threaten or 
discriminate against others. 
 

For questions you can also reach out to the New York State’s 
novel coronavirus hotline at  1-888-364-3065 . For continuous 
updates, you can visit the following websites: 
 

• Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
• World Health Organization (WHO) 

 

The CDC also now has the option for you to sign up for weekly 
updates on COVID-19. 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/
https://www.who.int/


New Yorkers Can Sign Up for Email Updates  Here  and Ask 
 

Questions About COVID-19  Here 
 

New Yorkers Can Find More Information About the New 
COVID-19 Paid Sick Leave Law  Here  

 

  

  

Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte represents the 42nd Assembly District in Brooklyn covering 

Ditmas Park, Flatbush, East Flatbush and Midwood. She is currently the  Chair of the 

Subcommittee on Oversight of Minority and Women-Owned Business Enterprises 

(MWBEs) , and serves on the following committees:  Housing, Government Operations, 

Education , Banks, Health, and Higher Education . She is also a member of the Task Force on 

Women's Issues and sits on  Governor Cuomo's Domestic Violence Advisory Council and 
Mayor De Blasio's MWBE Task Force. 
 
As a current Assemblymember, District Leader, and Chair of Brooklyn Democratic Party, Rodneyse 

Bichotte has been an outspoken advocate on issues concerning  immigration, education, economic 
development, unemployment, education reform, health care access, senior citizen 

centers, affordable housing, school safety, women's and LGBTQ rights , as well as other 
issues affecting the quality of life in the community. 
 

   
Learn more about  

Rodneyse Bichotte by visiting her website: 
http://nyassembly.gov/mem/Rodneyse-Bichotte 

 

STAY CONNECTED 

      
   

 

 

 

https://now.ny.gov/page/s/coronavirus-updates
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/form/ask-us-a-question
https://www.governor.ny.gov/programs/paid-sick-leave-covid-19-impacted-new-yorkers
http://nyassembly.gov/mem/Rodneyse-Bichotte
https://www.facebook.com/RodneyseBichotte/
https://twitter.com/AMBichotte
https://www.instagram.com/rbichotte/
https://www.facebook.com/RodneyseBichotte/
https://twitter.com/AMBichotte
https://www.instagram.com/rbichotte/

