
The district community office is relocating to:

1485 York Avenue (between 78th and 79th Streets)

Details on the grand opening of the new community office will be forthcoming.

Dear Neighbor,

As we work towards finalizing the New York State Budget, I want to
 provide you with an update.  As you are aware April 1, 2017, was the
 official start of the 2017-18 state fiscal year.  The Assembly passed a
 temporary budget extender to avoid a shutdown of government while we
 resolve these issues. The budget extender prolongs current budget
 provisions to May 31st. 

The Assembly continues to work hard to reach an agreement on the
 budget.  We are having productive talks and we are working to resolve
 outstanding issues. Several topics, among others, that are still being
 negotiated are funding for public education, criminal justice “Raise the
 Age” reform and housing affordability.

I remain optimistic that many issues of importance will be included in the
 final budget.   As always, I will keep you updated with our progress.

In Solidarity,
 


 

 

 

212-288-4607

      seawrightr@nyassembly.gov

IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD
 

Upper East Side Electeds and the Community

Puts a Stop to Unneighborly Restaurant
Assembly Member Seawright and Council Member Kallos sent a letter to the State Liquor Authority opposing La Nuit Restaurant's

https://www.facebook.com/RebeccaASeawright/
https://twitter.com/SeawrightForNY
http://assembly.state.ny.us/mem/Rebecca-A-Seawright/enews


 request for renewal of its liquor license and communicating community's concerns. 

Our offices have received numerous complaints regarding the establishment located at 1134 First Avenue. It has come to our
 attention that the on-premises liquor license will expire on March 31, 2017 and the restaurant is seeking renewal. For almost two
 years, the residents near this establishment have been subjected to numerous noise violations, and most recently, an incident
 that
required police action.

As of April 6, 2017, the State Liquor Authority has not issued a liquor license to the licensee.  That means that the establishment
 must cease the sale of alcohol unless the State Liquor Authority determines otherwise. 

IN ALBANY
 

Budget Extender
On April 3rd, 2017, the Assembly passed a temporary budget extender until May 31, 2017 to continue governement and other
 essential services.   As you are aware April 1, 2017 was the official start of the 2017-18 state fiscal year and the Assembly is
 working towards finalizing a budget.  The health and well-being of New Yorkers, families, and communities is always our
number
 one priority and Assembly Member Rebecca Seawright and her Assembly colleagues are committed to coming to a final budget
 agreement. Seawright is focused on pressing issues including preserving foundation aid for public schools, ending the unjust
 treatment of young offenders in the criminal justice system, and broadening access to higher education opportunity programs.

Seawright will continue to work with her colleagues in the legislature to reach a resolution as quickly as possible.  We remain
 optimistic that many issues of importance will be included in the final budget. 

 Seawright Cosponsors Pay Equity

Legislative Package which Passes Assembly
Equal Pay for Equal Work is long overdue!

Tuesday, April 4, 2017, was National Equal Pay Day. This day marks the wage discrepancies that exist between men and women
 in the workforce.

Equal Pay Day is held every April to signify how far into the year women must work to earn to same amount their male
 counterparts made during the previous year.

The Assembly passed a number of bills to eliminate the wage disparity between men and women. 

A658 would implement a state policy of compensating employees in state service equally for work of equal value by eliminating
 wage inequities in job titles which have been segregated by sex, race or national origin.

A2425 would clarify that public employees have the same right to bring a private right of action to enforce their right to equal pay
 for equal work.  Currently, only private sector employees may bring a private right of action.

A2549  would direct the President of the Civil Service Commission to study and publish a report evaluating public employers' 
wage disparities related to the job titles segregated by the gender, race and/or national origin of the employees in the title.  

A4696 would enact the New York Fair Pay Act.  This would establish that paying different wages between employees on the 
basis of sex, race, or national origin is discriminatory and an unlawful employment practice.

Athletes Battle for Equal Pay

The United States Women's National Soccer Team



The United States National Women's Soccer Team and the United States Womens Hockey Teams have been fighting for Equal Pay for Equal
 Work.

The United States Women’s Soccer National Team is the most successful international women's soccer team, winning three Women's World
 Cup titles (1991,1999, 2015), four Olympic gold medals, seven Gold Cups, and ten Algarve Cups.

Last year, five of the team’s stars — Hope Solo, Carli Lloyd, Becky Sauerbrunn, Alex Morgan and Megan Rapinoe — filed a wage
 discrimination lawsuit with the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission alleging that the U.S. Soccer Federation pays them less than
 their male counterparts. According to the filing, the women’s team generated nearly $20 million more revenue than the U.S. men’s team.

A March 31, 2016, New York Times article stated a player on the men’s team can get over $17,000 for a win against a top opponent and
 $5,000 for a loss.  A player on the womens team receives $1,350 for a win, and nothing for a loss. 

Furthermore, the United States Womens Hockey Team is also very successful.  In fact, they won six of the past eight World Championships.  

The United States Women's National Hockey Team

Last month, the team stated it would sit out the International Ice Hockey Federation World Championship games if they weren’t paid
 equally.They stood united -- none of the team members were willing to play until they received equal pay and benefits. While the terms of the
 agreement have not been released, they have said publically that they are pleased with the outcome….

"I hope the two experiences of our very successful United States Womens teams puts a face to the issue of Equal Pay for
 Equal Work.  I thank and applaud both teams for having the courage to fight for their rights," Assembly Member
 Seawright said.

New Laws Taking Effect – April 2017
Effective

 Date
Chapter
 Number Bill Number Summary

4/1/2017
Part H, Sec.
 2, Chap. 60

 of 2016

A.9009-C
S.6409-C

Extends the low-income housing tax credit and increases
 the amount of credit the commissioner of DHCR can
 allocate to $80 million for investing in low-income

 housing.

4/1/2017

Part Z,  Sec.
 1,2,7, Chap.
 60 of 2016

 

A.9009-C
S.6409-C

Creates an aviation purpose account to fund airport
 improvement projects. Also exempts fuel used in

 commercial and general aircrafts from the prepayment of
 and operation of sales tax.

4/1/2017 Chap. 425
 of 2016

A.501-E
S.2545-D

Requires health care plans and insurance companies to
 provide expedited review of health care professionals who

 are joining group practices.

4/1/2017 Chap. 488
 of 2016

A.10461-A
S.6915-B

Provides that dependents of military service members
 transferred out of state are eligible for certain

 developmental disability services.

 

Also in our neighborhood...

ROOSEVELT ISLAND

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/03/31/sports/soccer/us-women-soccer-wage.html?_r=0
http://nyassembly.gov/leg/?bn=A09009&term=2015
http://nyassembly.gov/leg/?bn=A09009&term=2015
http://nyassembly.gov/leg/?bn=A09009&term=2015
http://nyassembly.gov/leg/?bn=A09009&term=2015
http://nyassembly.gov/leg/?default_fld=%0D%0At&leg_video=&bn=A501&term=2015&Summary=Y
http://nyassembly.gov/leg/?default_fld=%0D%0At&leg_video=&bn=A501&term=2015&Summary=Y
http://nyassembly.gov/leg/?bn=A10461&term=2015
http://nyassembly.gov/leg/?bn=A10461&term=2015


Please be advised that Sportspark will re-open on Monday, April 10th at 7 AM.  

The operating hours of Sportspark are Monday-Friday 7 AM – 10 PM, Saturday and Sunday 8 AM – 7 PM.

The new Open Swim pool hours will be as follows:

Monday-Friday: 7 – 11 AM and 7:30 – 10 PM. Saturday and Sunday 12 – 3 PM, All Ages and 4 – 7 PM, 18 years and older. 

Please note that the facility will continue to undergo repairs in the upcoming months which may cause minor inconveniences. We
 will provide the community with advance notice of any upcoming repairs.

Please be advised that there will be a Little League Parade taking place on Main Street, from 9AM to 10AM on Saturday, April
 8th, 2017.

The parade route will begin at 500 Main St (Blackwell House) and will end at the Pony Field (next to the Octagon tennis courts),



 which will impact traffic on Main Street.

Expect traffic delays and minor disruptions in Q102 and Red Bus service during this time.

As Parade participants will be walking along Main Street, please adhere to directions provided by the Public Safety Officers and
 Parade Marshalls.

Sixth Annual Cherry Blossom Festival
Saturday, April 29th

Four Freedoms Park

12:00 pm-5:00 pm

 

Assembly Member Seawright Pushes MTA to Repair
 Broken Elevators on Second Avenue Line

 

As Seen On...

Broken Subway Elevators Cause Commuter Confusion
"Our community welcomed the addition of the Second Avenue Subway because it made the commute easier for thousands of
 people. I take the concerns of my constituents very seriously and I want to thank you for bringing light to this important issue.
 Accessibility and reliability of our public transportation is imperative and my office is in contact with the MTA regarding this

matter." -Assembly Member Rebecca Seawright

Watch the video HERE

JOB OPPORTUNITIES
New York State has setup a new job portal entitled Jobs Express, where thousands of private and public sector jobs are listed.

 Visit jobs.ny.gov for
more information on how to apply for these opportunities.

COMMUNITY INITIATIVES & EVENTS

http://www.fox5ny.com/news/244571037-story
https://act.myngp.com/el/-3503624017476057344/-860033138111281408


Community Board 8 April 2017
Please stay informed of Community Board 8 meetings and actions.  They are "Your Voice in City Government."

Calendar: https://www.cb8m.com/calendar/2017-04/
Agenda:   https://www.cb8m.com/2017/03/april-2017/

Bulletin:  https://www.cb8m.com/whats-new/news-bulletin/

http://cb8m.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b7070054012f7d95c228714fa&id=fc8eb0ed11&e=b6befd1fd5
http://cb8m.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b7070054012f7d95c228714fa&id=c7f41d326d&e=b6befd1fd5
http://cb8m.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b7070054012f7d95c228714fa&id=627cf99393&e=b6befd1fd5


Free Special Talk About Human Papillomavirus (HPV)

Tuesday, April 25, 2017, 5:00-6:00 pm

MSK  Zuckerman Research Center Auditorium (417 East 68th Street)

RSVP to ofd@mskcc.org

During this talk MSK’s Abraham Aragones MD, will discuss all aspects of HPV and examine programs that could increase HPV
 vaccination rates, particularly among minority and immigrant populations most burdened by HPV. Refreshments will be served at
 4:30 pm. This talk is part of our new MSK Student Seminar Series, designed to create a learning community at MSK. 

Free Event in Honor of National Minority Cancer Awareness Month

Friday, April 21st 2:00 PM -5:00 PM

MSK Rockefeller Research Laboratories Auditorium (430 East 67th Street)

To register, call (212) 719-2943 or email rsvp@sharecancersupport.org.

 A discussion of current efforts to improve outcomes for minorities will be led by MSK experts in cancer disparities research. This
 program will be held in English with Spanish translation services provided.

Free Oral Cancer Screening April 20th

New York-Presbyterian/Weill Cornell Medical Center will be offering a free oral cancer screening for men and women 18 years
 and older on Thursday April 20th from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Oral cancer rates are increasing among women, young people,

 and non-smokers, and 25% of oral cancer patients have no known risk factors, including tobacco, excessive
alcohol use, and/or
 HPV (human papillomavirus).  The event will take place at 1305 York Avenue (between 69th and 70th Street) on the 5th Floor.
 No appointment is required but if you would like more information, visit nyp.org/oralcancer, email ccr2002@med.cornell.edu , or

 call 646-962-4323.

mailto:ofd@mskcc.org
mailto:rsvp@sharecancersupport.org
http://nyp.org/oralcancer
mailto:ccr2002@med.cornell.edu


In 2015, the New York State Legislature established the filing deadline of June 15, 2017 for registration
 applications from owners and Article 7-C coverage applications from tenants.  So if you want Loft Law coverage,
 you must file with the Loft Board on or prior to June 15, 2017.

Time is Running Out!
OWNERS SEEKING COVERAGE – File your Registration Application
TENANTS SEEKING COVERAGE – File your Coverage Application



On or Before June 15, 2017

Visit the Loft Board's Website for applications, resources, and other information:

http://www.nyc.gov/html/loft/html/home/home.shtml

Senator Krueger's Roundtable for Boomers & Seniors – Thursday May 11th:

This 5-part program provides an opportunity for neighbors to come together to explore life issues that are relevant across the age
 span. At each session you will hear from and engage with professionals who are knowledgeable on topics that are of concern to

 the growing population of older adults in New York City.

This year our topic is “Controversies in Aging.” Sessions will be held on:

- Social Security: Retirement Insurance or Social Safety Net?

- Aid in Dying in New York: Debating Proposed Legislation

- The Court System and Older Adults

- Medicare – Why Isn’t Vision, Hearing and Dental Covered?

- Transforming Public Policy: Making Government More Responsive to Older Adults.

The program meets one morning per month in November, December, March, April, and May. Sessions are from 8:30am to
 10:30am at Lenox Hill Neighborhood House, 331 East 70th St.

Session 5 – Thursday May 11th: Transforming Public Policy: Making Government More Responsive to Older Adults. This
 session will feature presentations by Lindsay Goldman of the New York Academy of Medicine and a second speaker to be

 announced.  Please RSVP by contacting my office at 212-490-9535, or via email at liz@lizkrueger.com.

Event on How to File Discrimination or Harassment Complaints on April 19:

Borough President Gale Brewer is hosting an event with representatives from the NYC Human Rights Commission who will
 present on the topic of discrimination and harassment. Come learn how to file complaints and appeals. The event will take place

 on Wednesday, April 19, 2017, from 6 – 8 pm at the Borough President’s Northern Manhattan Office,
431 West 125th Street.

2017 Preliminary Rent Guidelines Board Vote

Rent Guidelines Board is meeting for their preliminary
vote to decide what, if any, will be the rent increase for rent-stabilized
 apartments in NYC. We will be demanding a RENT ROLLBACK. Last two we won a rent freeze! This year we want to go even
 further. We were able to achieve the rent freeze last year, because you come out to rallies, testified, and made sure tenant's

 voices were heard. 

WHEN: April 25, 2017 at 6pm - 9pm
WHERE: Cooper Union

CONTACT: Andrea  Andrea@metcouncilonhousing.org · 212-979-6238

 Easy Option for Disposal of Potentially Harmful Household Items

 

http://www.nyc.gov/html/loft/html/home/home.shtml
mailto:liz@lizkrueger.com
mailto:Andrea@metcouncilonhousing.org


 

Manhattan
Sunday, April 30

120th Street between Broadway & Amsterdam Ave
Cars approach from Seminary Drive down Amsterdam Ave

All events are rain or shine, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m

For those unable to participate in these events, visit www.nyc.gov/safedisposal or contact 311 for other year round options to handle auto
 products, batteries, cell phones, electronics, fluorescent lamps, latex paint, mercury devices, and syringes.

Celebrate National #SocialSecurity Month!

Take 5 Steps Toward YOUR Financial Security
For more than 80 years, Social Security has helped secure today and tomorrow with information, tools, and resources to meet our

 customers’ changing needs and lifestyles.

In April, we’re celebrating National Social Security Month and encouraging you to take five steps toward your financial security.

Planning for the future may seem intimidating to many, but we’ve broken the task down into small, easy steps:

1. Get to know Social Security;
2. Verify your earnings;
3. Estimate your benefits;
4. Apply for benefits; and
5. Manage your benefits.

Our website is easily accessible and available 24/7 with detailed information, publications, Frequently Asked Questions, and other
 resources for almost any circumstance. You can use our secure services to estimate your future benefit
amount, replace a lost

 Social Security card, or apply for benefits, all without having to visit a local office or calling to speak to a representative.

Are you looking for secure access to your Social Security information? Create your personal my Social Security account today.

Join our efforts to promote National Social Security Month! Share our social media posts on Facebook and Twitter, or create your
 own message expressing
the success you’ve had with our many services and programs. We’re here for you, through life’s

 journey, at www.socialsecurity.gov.

 

http://www.nyc.gov/safedisposal
http://www.ssa.gov/5-steps-toward-your-financial-security/?utm_source=third-party-media&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=ssa-nssm-17
http://www.socialsecurity.gov/?utm_source=third-party-media&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=ssa-nssm-17
http://www.socialsecurity.gov/myaccount?utm_source=third-party-media&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=ssa-nssm-17
http://www.ssa.gov/thirdparty/nssm.html?utm_source=third-party-media&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=ssa-nssm-17
http://www.socialsecurity.gov/?utm_source=third-party-media&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=ssa-nssm-17


EIS HOMELESSNESS PREVENTION PROGRAMS AND
 ACTIVITIES:

March:  "In like a Lion, Out like a Lamb."

EIS is very pleased to see much attention, action and funding being put towards housing issues and the problem of
 homelessness.  At EIS, every day we continue to provide programs and services to meet our mission, expressed by the words of
 our founder, Gloria Milliken: "Prevention is the only way to end the unceasing tide of homelessness."

WEEKLY CALENDAR

Tuesdays @ 2:30

HOUSING LEGAL CLINIC

Individual Consults with experienced housing court attorneys

Attorney:  Law Firm of Grimble & LoGuidice, Pro Bono

Wednesdays from 10-3pm

HOUSING COURT BUDDY  INTAKE

For those representing themselves in Housing Court: a trained Buddy will assist with Court etiquette, response and visits,
 including, when appropriate and necessary, escort to Court

EIS Housing Advocates are available to assist with any and all housing issues.  Please contact EIS by phone at 212/308-2210 or
 by email at evictioninterventionservices@gmail.com.  You may visit our website at www.eisny.org for details and information.

APRIL 2017
Monday, April 10: Riverstone, 9:00 PM
Thursday, April 13: University, 10:00 AM
Friday, April 21: Stanley Isaacs, 10:00 AM
Monday, April 24: Encore, 10:00 AM
Tuesday, April 25: Goddard-Riverside, 10:00 AM
Friday, April 28: Carter Burden, 2:00 PM

 

mailto:evictioninterventionservices@gmail.com
http://www.eisny.org/


 













 

CONSTRUCTION UPDATES
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