129-32A Merrick Boulevard, Jamaica, NY 11434

Dear Friend,

Happy New Year to you! |
hope the Holidays were joyous and
blessed, and | wish you all the best
for the year 2010. This past year was
dif cult for many of us, and the New
Year will also present severe chal-
lenges for those of us in government.
New York, like the country and most
states, remains in dif cult economic
circumstances, and undoubtedly we
will have to retrench and tighten our
belts as we seek to close a budget gap
of about $6 billion. However, | am
con dent that we will weather this
storm and emerge a stronger state
once this passes. As we undertake
budget discussions between now and
April 1st, please let me know what
issues are important to you or offer
any suggestions as to how we should
proceed in these tough times.

Despite the circumstances we
were able to accomplish many im-
portant things, and | will take this
opportunity to outline some of the
initiatives | have pursued as your
representative.

Sincerely,

William S¢arborough
Assemblyman, 29" A.D.
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LEGISLATION

As chair of the Assembly’s Committee on Children and Fami-
lies, I have seen the many things, both good and bad, that are done
by and done to our children and their families in New York State.
This has driven much of the major legislation | have pursued in

recent years:

Safe Harbor for
Sexually Exploited Youth

This is a landmark piece of
legislation that | sponsored and
fought for four years to get passed
and signed into law. Safe Harbor
changes state law and no longer
treats children under 17 who engage
in commercial sex as criminals, but

classi es them as victims, which is
the legal status of every other child
under 17 in New York who engages
in sexual activities. Under state law,
any person under age 17 is consid-
ered legally unable to make a ma-
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Assemblyman Scarborough and Aide Shawn Chin-Chance with Rachel Lloyd
(right) and workers with Girls Educational Mentoring Service (GEMS). GEMS
is the only non-pro t in New York State dedicated exclusively to working with

children engaged in commercial sex.






